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t point that mlght suggest
onneetlon with thc proposnls
lrglnla Railway nnd I'owcr
ls ns to whether they should
ired nt all. The city hus thc
1 of tlio company, and lf lt
1 could stand pat nnd rofus*
any conccsslons whatpyer. j

?een no ovldencc anywhero of
of sucli a posltion us this. |
through Its represenlatives in J

ill. hau shown itself wlllltiK J

the company In a spirlt uf '

eness and falr play without c

Its strateglc advantages lu *

>nt franchlses. Tt is nuito '

propcr that lt should do so.

.mpany's statement points oul,

.sts and thoso of tho city aro f

i| itertwlnod, and to crlpplc the. "

s by rcqulrements made drnsttc \
'

ged condltlons would be no

.:c to thc city ln thc long: run.
the contrary. That the com-

being crippled, or is ln any
f lt, wlll. needlcss to say, have
learly shown. Thc present

; that the city Is willtng to
ankly and cxaminc for Itself
or not the corporatlon ap-

:. i have just grounds of com-

3 impany's proposnls are so far-
rand compllcated that only tlie
lorough study and discussfnn
,tg out thclr full effect. Thc
for a single new franchiso, ro-
tho three franchlses now in
seems to be reasonable, and
t will probably not nieot wlth
opposltlon. The suprgested

1 in trackage should be con-

piecemeal, and this. we note,
tly what the special subconi-
proposcs to do. n vvlil make
jmoblle tour over thc terrltory
rearrangements are suggested
kjudge for Itself whether or not
re necessary and dcsirable.
Jcjuestion of a new taxatlon plan
jp and Involved, and will douht-
anything but easy to settlc- Thc
ny shows ihat ln direct taxes,
dgatlons and enforcod servlcca

| tho loss through sale of early
Jg tlckets at 2. 1-2 ccnta cach.
il c'ounts as "belng ln thq nature
peclal privllege tax".lt is now

fi to tho city $13_,73H.74 per
n. This is descrlbod as belng
1 to 13.56 per cent. of thc gruss
\y earnlngs wlthln thc city of
Mond for the ycar 1!>09." The
my declares that thls burden "ls
I all proportlon to tho taxes pald
i|lier cnterpri:_ea ln lhe com-

\y," and suggests that, if u eon-
..tcd franchlse ls granted "tlio
}t tax should he readjustcd with
nce to the consolldated Incomo.
nt causing a reductlon In amount
xes paid." It th^efurctfoska thut
) the city of iVich'nioijd "tho rute
mchise tax bc fixed at 5 per cent.
ie gross earnlngs, regardless of
ht." This proposal must bc
*Ined fully ln all Its bparlngs be-
an intelligcnt judgment upon it
bc passed. To the general prln-
ot relatlng the amount of tho

ion to the gross earnlngs there
s to be no reasonable objecilon.
unless the company cxpects. lu
some dlmiiiinlon in its taxes, in

c

.,'uture jf not now, it ls nol clear
;hat grounds ihis chango is now

.a. \ '

part of thc con-.pany's plan wlll
oke so much ulscussIon and arouse
mch opposltlon as Us proposal to

C

iway with thc six-for-a-quarter' "

sta and replace them wlth a' ;V
ight 5-cent furc. In support of
proposal lt must be conceded that ,'
company makes out What seems to
i strong case. Jt shows that tho
1 cost of carrying cach revenue
enger (not including interest on
tal) ls 3.3i cftnts. Each passenger
.led at 2 1-2 cent&.tho number of
ie ls r.ot glven.thus roprescnta a
of 0-85 cents. Tho average rate

.-.Ived for every revenue passenger;
glven aa -1.1S cents, but If paaBCri-
H using transfers are counted ns
/ passengers, the averago rato do-

,;?d from passongers Is reduced to
¦,'.( cents. or below cost. lt ls tur-
¦r polntcd out that on certaln long
.ila lhe oosi of transpoitlng each
isenger run_ ua high aa 2i cents,
Ite-'^tkets good for theae long
is are sold at 1 l-o cents or, at
rtaln houra. 2 1-2 cents each, In
neral, the company bases ita clalm ]
a hlgher faro on "tho increased i

st of everythlug enterliig imo the
»erating expenso of railway com-
.-.ies," together with "tho increase

¦' tho demands o( the publlc for im-
.Ared equlpment aud frtqutmoy ot
irvlce."
lA« an alternatlve to a st'ralght ln-
cate ln fare It is proposed to ln-
.oducc the zone or mlleage 6y_>tcm,
y whlch the fare ls proportionod to

dlBtance traveied. Thiti aysteui
objoctlonablc on just the ground

at t!»' company, IndlcatcB: lt would
nd strongly to congeutloti of popu-
tlon In limited areas aud lo prevent
e dOVfilopmcnt of suburbim distrloth.

khe msU«r ou«ht to be declded, dl-

rcctly nnd frankly, on the qtmstlon
¦whether or not condllloti.. now iioens-
."¦Itnte an incrcHfio In rarr. That bucIi
Inercnsc wlll not, upon falr rxatnlna-
tlon, he found necessary Ih most
carncstly lo ho hoped, Kxnctly tho
siimc rlsp in thc cost at living whlch
thc company, In effect, complalnH of
Is oppres-slng utid hearlng down upon
nll of Its patrons. To IncroaKe tho
regular fare hy flve-slxthB of a cent
¦would bo a sorlons matter to farnlllcri
of smali means whieh must uso tha
enrs constantly. and If tho company
nneds relief thls nppeara thc last stcp
thnt should bo taken in that rllrectlon.
As n sort of offsct to thfs aud other
eoncesslons. thc company proposps to
hulld nnd turn over to thc clty a $000,-
000 viaduct on Kasl Broad Streot.

Itv straightforwanl driiling, pro-
grosslve managoment and a record
Of rfllcicnt scrvlce, the Virginia Ru.ll-
wny and 1'owcr Company has earne.d
Ihe rlght to expect thut tho city would
trqat wlth lt in a falr und amicable
wtiy, tta lengthy statement yesterday
Ih wrlttenjQn the best possible spirit,
and ils proposals are entitled to full
and cnreful consldcration. All Ils re-

nuests, especlally ln regard to an ln-
crrnseri fare, wlll flnaily be rcferred
lo a slngle questlon: Is thc company,
undcr tho present franchises, getting
a falr return on its Invcsted capital,
or Is lt not? Nowhcrc ln its statement
ls this questlon dlrectly nnswered, but
it certalnly must be unswered before
x Just opinion on the all-lmportant
natter of fares can be arrlved at. The
.ompany appears perfectly ready to
urnlsh this Informatlon. It offers
0 supply all the figurcs and facts
hat may bc thought necessary. Draw-
ng the falr and proper concluslonsj
rom these dala will not be easy for j
niybody. The Street Committee would
:ind lt, we imaglne, a most harasslng !
ind Involved task. For thls reason |
>ve thlnk vcry well of tho proposal
tliat the whole matter should be rc-

t'erred to the Corporation Commlssion .{.
'or scttlcmcnt. The Corporatlon Com-T
mlsslon is an impartlal trlbunal
crcatod cspecially to deal wlth Just
eucli questlons as this, and expertly
qualified to pass upon them. A dc-
clslon from thls body would certalnly
bc Just and sound. and would unqiies-
1 lonably be founded on duc regard for
the interests of the people.

THF, ASSEMBLY.
Favorablo augurlcs surround the

meeting of thc General Assembly to-
day. Thc personncl of both houses is
unusually high; the members have
= hown a lively Interest ln State prob-
oms since their election; much of the
-outinc work that retards law-making
las already bcen accomplishcd by the
senate Finance Committee. livcry-
thlng prcsages a session devoid ot
profltless hiiir-splittlng aud devoted
to thc solution of the many questlonn
confrontlng thc State.

Flrst among these questlons, in point
of llyely interest, it. the legal ized pri¬
mary. a measure whlch wlll tesi
the mettlo of thc Assembly. The
Deh'iocratic voters expect a law
that will fairly and Justly regu¬
lato our clcctlons and will give
iriorc than a shadowy fulfilmenl of
deflnlte party pledgcs. Thls the As¬
sembly can and v. 111 glve, if lt liceds
the counsel of some of its own ablost
members.

Even more important will be thc
questlon of financial lcglslation, cov-

criiig not. only Ihe approprlations, but
tax reforni and bank Inspectlon. j *
These are vltal aubjects tliat af-
fect practically every citlzen of
the State, and their proper solution
will mean inculculablc beneflt to
the Commonwealth.' We trust that
tlie Assembly wlll conslder boiii in the
llght of local Justice and thc ex-
perioncc of other States. No haif-way l

neasures will sufflcc. no niake-shlft
cgulations under cxisting oMcers can
neet the crying nceds of thc Hour. Wo
must have laws that can be enforced
ind will be enforced. We must have tax
t-ommlssloiiers, not auditor's clerks;
bank examiners, not employed ac-
cotintants.
Thc thlrd great subject for Icgisla-

iion will be the advanceincnt of Vlr-
llnla's materlal; interests.better roads,
,ettcr oyster laws, better farms, better
loalth. The Democratic party, through
ts candidates for ofllce, has ap-
.rovcd each of those policles and
as pledgcd its support to their
ontinuance. Thc Assembly, we do
ot doubt, will answer these pledgcs
vith tho needed legislatlon.
Tlicsc questlons, and thc half-score

<i mlnor Statc issucs that will be
n-oug'ht forward, requlrc patience,
-oreslght and ability on the part of
hose who must solvo them. "Wc bc-
leye that thc Assembly has these
lualitles, and wc bid it godspeed in
jursulng tho vltal work that now
ics before lt.

sVATIS All) TO TIIM HO \|)S . CAUS15
3IUST II Ifl CONTINU1SD.

Jl i» to be hoped that thcre is some
nistuke about the report that strong
In'i'luenccs are at work to prevent a
renewal of State aid to tlio cause of
good roads. Tlie <i,efcat of thls wise,
wholesouK; aud beneliclal provlslon
would,he a. genuine calamity. Under it
the movement for better hlghwayshas
recelyed an lmpctus which has made
tiie past year u memorable onp In tho
ilstory of the S'talo. Far more progress
lias been1 mado than t-Ver before, and
tt that the counties uro Just gettlng
down to work. If thc stato ald plan
should now be lobbied out of the
statutes, thc whole vltal movement
would rcceivo a heavy blow, and the
day when Vlrglnla is to becorne a
real good roads State would bc in-
definitely postpnncd.

There. fcecms no reason connrctcd
with thu publlc good why suoh a thlng
should be even thought of. In addi¬
tion to money ald, lt inunt bo reniom-
bored that the Htate now furnlshos
convict labor for the roads. There ls
no iniaginabk! way in whieh thc eon-
vlcts could he employed to better ud-
vantage. Wlth tlie explratlon three
years hence of tho cuiurt-et with the

Dnvls shoe Compnny, under whlch n,

prlvate conccrn gets convlct labor
worth nt least $l.r>0 a head per dlem
for 12 ceni.-i n IktuI por dlem, hun-
rlrods of nddliloniil mnn wlll bo iivn.ll-
nblc for tlio road, nnd thc work can lio

pushod forward inileh more rnpldly.
Thls Is wiinl tho people of tho. Btuta
havo confldontly been looklng forward
\o. To cancol and dlscord thc govcrn-
ment sTd plnn now would no to closc
thls llol,i of lisefiilncss to tho convlots,
to throw them back upon the hands
of thc government. nnd put tho Htuto
ln a positlon -where It mlght even be
Inducod to rencw tho shoo company
contract or ngrcc to somo other slm-
llar one. Nothlng loss ndvanUgeous
to the Intcrent/i of tlio people could
he Imaglned. Stntc ald to thc rouds
cause ha« made good in tlie most om-

plintlc way, and thero |s no justlflca-
tlon or excuso for Intorferlng wlth lt.

rilid JfUSW PENITENTIAHY SliPI_KIN-
TKND15NT.

In vlolatlon of a prlnrlplc whlch the
or^uiilc and statutory law makes blnd-
lng upon other bodles Intrusted wlth
lhe uppolntlvc power, the Stato Pcnl-
tenLlary Board has namod ono

of Its own moinbers to flll thc ofllce
of superlntendent. Wo can imagino
no liypothesls on whlch such n step
could be justlllod except that there Is
no othor equally competent mnn In the
State ivlio could bc Inducod to nccept
the ofllce. As the post Is ono of honor
and great opportunitics for uscfulnesa
nnd ls worth from $3,000 to $3,500
a year, und as Mr. Wood's tochnlcal
quallllcatloris for lt are limited, lt la
not easy to belleve that such Justill-
catlon existed In thls case. If a sult-
able man froo from all offlelal dls-
qualltlcations dld not soek thn ofllce,
the ofllce mlght very well have sought
lho man.

By all means the Loglslature Khnuld
iow pasa a law forbiddlng any St.ito
>oard henceforward to put one of Ita
'wn members Into any salarled posl-
ion. In all probabllity Mr. Wood's
ppointment will bc the last of its
Ind In tlie State. Hls Is not llkcly
o he a popular appolntment through
hc State, both because it dis-
egards a manifestly wlso an,j safe
irinclple and because it exhtbits
n ull-Rlohmond board selecting a

llchmond inan for an lmportant posi-
lon of prollt. However, It is done,
md we trust that it mny work out
vell. We hope that Mr. Wood wlll
neet thc greatest success ln hls new

vork and wlll fully justify the con-

Idence of his friends in his abllitles.
V hlgh standard of eiliclency wlll be
ixptcted of hlm. It will be necessary
or hlm to be an cxtraordlnarily good
uperlntcndent, we imnglnu, to allay
he opposltlon naturally aroused by
lls appolntment, an,i convince the peo-
ilo that hls scleclion was wIbc,
udlclous and propcr.

Thc Tlmes-Dlspatch ls In receipt of
-. characterlstlcally scurrllous letter
rom tho secretary of the Merchar.t
darlne Dcaguo of Cleveland. ono John
\. Pcnton. Thls paper has hltherto

iscaped the dofamatory attentions of
hls indlvidual. but loss fortunato con-

cmpororles havo alroady mndo hls
icculiar tactics famlllar to us. Pen-
.on ls flghtlng tho battle of tho shlp
uibsldy mongers by showerlng abuse
>n all who opposo and expose thclr ef-
orts for what they are. und hls work,
f this lettor js a sample, Is such as en-

Irely to dlscrcdit thc Merchant Marlne
.eague in tho eyes of all decent and
elf-respectlng men. Assumlng that thls
rganlzatlon knows tho klnd of stuff
e Is sending out in its name, it ls 1m-
osslblc to imaglne what they mean by
ontinulng to employ him. The solc pos-
Iblo effect of his billlngsgato is to

trengthen and stlffen opposltlon to
he raid upon thc treasury to whlch
lie league Is dedlcated.

Thls admlnlstratlon inlx-up is war,
s General Shermun mlght put lt.

What a lot of trouble Rlchard
chlllos Ballingcr could have saved
is good frlend Jtr. Taft by tjuietly
isignlng somo months ago!

Italy reports a landsllde two miles
nd a half long. This Is doubtless a

dr-stzed laudslidc for Italy, but of
ourse lt ls not a marker on tho one

1-iiichot has set going on thls side
ie brlny.

Thc farms of the United States aje
ald to bc worth $30,000,000,000, which
houlrf help to dotcr the Country IAjfe
lommlsslon from sheddlng uny too
ympathetic tears.

Oh. look whjit's hcre! Our dear
riend, old General Assotnbly.

Under the proper clrcumstances of
lativlty and natlonallty, G. Plnchot
:ould have boen presldent of any
^atln Amerlcan country you could
taine.

MAJOR llEMPHlhh'S COMING.

few Vork Sun Kojoloe* ut Move ot
TlmeH-Dlf(i>iitch'« New Uill tor.

ln Kebrunry Charloston ls to lose
ind Rlchmond to itcqulre Doacon
Inmes Calvin lleinphlll. Under hls
lircotlon tho Chnrleston News and
Courler has been ono of tho ablest,
nost acconipllshed. most Idlosyucratlc.
niughty, humorous.and hunkerlsh.
lournals ln the eojintry. ln its pagos
we seo Charloston as a llttlo islo of
:>llss, unreconstructed, unchanged, do-
fylng tlme, turning a twlnkllng cyc
ipon rural South Carollna, dofying
Captaln Tillman and ti.ll hls works. su-
perior, patrician, "before the war."
Thls of a general, fanclful. only liulf-

Borious und wholly dollghti'iil state
3f mind. Deacon Hemplilll ls ^odern
¦is tho modernest whon he ehooaVs to
bo. IIc wlll not take Dollar Bill. oven
it an imposslhle. dlscoutil. He Is for
sound and anclent Democracy. With
ivliat galoty and goou splrlts he and
lls band of brethren havo fought mu-
lOl'ltles und clung to tho vanqulahed
lauso! We salute thoso bllthe, un-
)rlgglsh Catos. Doubtless the Deacon
oayea succoKsors worthy of hlm. Tho
s'civs and Courler wlll bo nearly as
,rood; tho Rlchmond Tlmes-Dlspatch.
soon to be tho diaconul organ. wlll ho
i. great deal better.whlch la unpoo-
issary.
Tho Deacon ls northlng slowly. Ho

k'III reach this town yet, but not if
ho Vlrglnians know whon they are
iveli off. Aa for Charloston, lt Is go-
ng to look bare. Tlie Battery ls thero
md St. Mlohael's and St. Phllin's, but
travelers wlll mlss tlio Deacon. For-
tuntvtely, lu this world ol' gecsn tho
long Kong gunder survtvecl, a saered
bird, fed. lf we are not mlslaken, nt
tho oxpense of graleful Charleston-
Now York. Sun.

Borrowed Jingies
IfA...... III. Ol' SISTKR'S IJltAhr*.

Mother looka iibnut In .windor.
Fathei- aluinmcrs lu amflzi",

As tholr* mortarn parlor plunuoiI'anlshca botoro tliclr guzu,Hrle-a-hrnn of recent days,
Htniues of iho tlntcd clusacs,
Huvo lo clear the ninntnl-ways.

Slstor'a golng in for brHsaes.

Where grlm portralta used to bluntier,
Now ou oliuHtoiii'd walia wo ralao

riiKiuea and tablota duir from ijiiaor
Jlulto's subatrata.called Cathny'a.
t.'niidlestloks have won thu bayaI'roni oloctrlu lampa and nn*u»,I'rippy grensc and smoky huzol.

Mislcro golng ln for braaacs.

Klster's torn horsolr asundur
From hor family; aho al'raya

Through tho slroctB of grlmo nnd tliunde
Whero on prlcclcsH Junlt she proya.Klatcr. In hor solemn crutf,,

Ilotnc from sccoml-hand moraases
Uilngs us gorma and taiumhed traya.

Shsiirs golng In f0r braesco.

l/ENVOI.
..Inafolk, walt until this phasoOf hor aoiil's Improvcmcnt pnaaea;Tbon wo'll eat, and bco aomo plays:.
SlMlnr'B golng ln tor bra*»»»a.
.Chester Plrklns, ln Munaey's Magazlne.

..--«.--_,-

.MERKI.Y JOlCINO.

Ilrlven to Tl.
"You dldn't r.-ally n«»d a wig,'
"I waa drlvt-n lo It. Now ttin barbrt

won't try to xoll mo any lonlcs or halr
restorcr.".I.ouUvllle Courler-Journai.

Too Much of n Rnt.
"Mlnnln: "1 hoar ahe's beon engaged tei

tltriec*..'
t-jthor: VI hatc lo seo a girl get In a rul

like thut."..Mllwaukcc Evonlng Wiseonsln.

At Most Groccrlc*.
Tho Teachor; "How many egga art- then

in a dozen?"
The Pupil: "Flve fresh onos, flve douhtfu

oiios and two bad ones.".Cteveland Loadcr,

I'rom thc Cork Faces.
Pones: "Wlio was tho greatest finanoloi

over knownV
Exchango: "Nonh; because he floatcd hl!

Btock when tho whole world waa in llqulda-
tion.".Tlt-Bita.

i.iirl..T citont.
"IIo has a suro thlng."
"What.ln contcatlng tho will? 31a, Im!"
"Don't latigh. Tho lawyera havo agreer)

to glve him 10 por cent. of what thoy got."~
Buffalo I.xproaa.

WUiout Words f Impomlblr.
A: "Don't you thinlt l am fortunate ln

havlnn auch a tnlentod niother-tn-ln.w? shi
hua writicn aomo brllllant songa without
words."

13: "Incredible!".l*l|egonde Blacttor.

STATE PRESS
The AsHembly and Eqtiallzatlmi.
That tho next Logialaturo will havc IU

handa full when lt comes to considor thc
questlon of equalization of taxes la evldonc
cd by tho floundcrlng tbo FJcnate Flnanci
Committea 18 now doing upon this subject.
That It should even coualdor for a momeni
iho sattlomotit of this queation from thc
Auditor's otTIco glvra aomo Jdca of how in-
effectivo moat propositionB upon tho subjeel
are. Thore la but ono way to dotcrmlne thi
valuo of any pleco of property. and that it
by physlcul Inspectlon, wlth duo regard tc
ita locatlon and oarnlng capacity. Tho man,
or sot of mon, who can devleo a scheme ol
rtially -unltorm aBBcaamcnt wlll, therefore,
dc-serve a lauroi crown. ua no two mon think
allko upon tho questlon of value3. The Lcg-
islnture aliould not scolt io auatn thc Impos-
slblo, but ahould try to remove glaring in-
equalitica. Grcater injuatico is dono the
taxpayer by far on account of tbo non-
asaoaament nf milllona of dollars' worth oi
property upon whlch tho tax aaseaaor can.
nol lay his hands, and of which tho owncri
fail to rendor an account, than has ovor
beon done hlm' or the Statc by Inequallty
In tho assr.Hsinent of any kind of taugibtc
property. If thu I.cgislature-cau devis-j eomc
nieaiiB of reachlng thla convenl<-nt and van-
Ishinc. form of wealth, lt wlll moro than
meet tlie demanda of the publlc..Fred¬
ericksburg Star.

The Vlrglnla Folytecbnlc InotJtute.
Tho public paya hc'avlly to aupport tho

instltute and has tho rislit to demand the
resulta Us expects. Tho publlc Ib tlred of
hearlng of "trouble at tbo V. p. I." and ot
b-dng puzzled by charges and countcr-
chargea and long debatos and more or less
aecrot conaultatlona and then moro or leas
conflit-ting accounts of what occurred. lt
wlll inslst on kno.wlng thn whole atory and
on being allowed to determine for itseif
whether the fnult la with thc board of visl-
tors. the prealdont, tho faculty or all throo.
When tho publlc knows. It can and will act.
It will make Ita opinion known to the Lcg-
iBlalure and onforce ooediencc to that opin¬
ion. hot tho whole thlng come out.tho last
bit of lt. Thc people of Virglnia support
thc Virginia Polytcchn'c Instltute. and
when occaslon comvs 6houlu be lnformed
clearly of overy detall of its rnanagemctii
sad of thn real rcaaona why thlng* na.v.
gone wrong. An Investigatlon has (Oeen ai-
rangc-d for, to bo held ln Itichiliond. It
ought to be, wc thlnk lt wlll bo, conducted
openly, so that all may ar-r and hear. **Jo-
body ahould be. inuzzled. Everybody ahould
be Invlted and required to presont any ac-
cusatlons or facta that promiao to bo In-
formlng. Lct us keep out all polltlcal con-
Bidoratlons and all personal preferences and
prejudlces, and come down to the roal truth.
Evldently aomothlng or somebody [b wrong-
Le.t us eot at what or who lt is. Then Jus¬
tice wlll bo done and thu evila removed, and
thc weak pl'accs strcngthoncd..Iloanoko
Tlmes.

The Hcsult of the Municipal Conferencc;*
Thc l>gislature hardly can refuso to take

some actlon this winter upon tho re.quost
that tho citles oftbe Htate be allowed to
change their form of government. A con¬
ferenco ia whlch all of thu citles wero rep¬
resented hua adopted a resolution sottuiR
forth tho nccosalty for a change and appeal-
Ing to ihe Assembly for Iramedlate actlon.
aud aa thla mattor conceriiB tbe cities and
tho cities only, thcre can be no reaaon for
fallure to heed tho appeal. *n.(. p,u-
poaod chango wlU be wolcomed In Newport
News. Wo now havo the clty's busincas con-
ductod by twonty-four men, clioacn in most
lnatancca without vlew to their special ftt-
ness for tho dutioa required, and glving only
Ineidental attentlon to tho clty's affairs.
TInder these circumatanceB it Ia impossiblo
for tho clty'a buslness to be carried on ln
anything lllto tho manner that would bo
considered oBsentlal for the succuss ot "
privato entcrprlsc. Newport Nows has a
Council which, as a whole, probably will
romparc favorably with that of any clty of
tho Blzn in tho country, but ihe Counc.ilmen
probably could not muki- tho admlnlstra¬
tlon buslness-liko under pr.sent conditions
even if enoli membor were an oxport on
municipal government_Newport News

im vour vlew v
in 'let ua tell
i'.p-:itivc buyer
"1 vour product

Kichmnud Advertls-
'"11 Aaency, Inc.Mutual Hulldlng,."chniond, Vlrfllnl*.

__..*-.ui,iitind im. fffi)

cod-fish are caught ycarlv on
thc coast of Norway. from
the livers of which we get Cod
Liver Oil.

, ,,Only the best of this oil is
used by SCOTT & BOWNE

w in the production of their
celebrated

Scott's Emulsion
The skillful combination of

this Oil with Hypophosphites
makes a food-medicine un-
equalled in the world for
building up the body. Dro«!.irti
B»nJ lOo.. mnn of paiwir md thla ad. for onrbonntlful flirtlncn Ilnnk nml Ohlld's Skotoh-
Book. -hi-11 bnnkcon talm a Good Luck J'cn o v.

SCOTT & BOWNE. 409 Pearl Sb. N. Y.

E
S PEEBS

Unless They Reccivc Royal Coin-
mand, They Have No Seat

in House of Lords.

LORD DYSART'S FERRY;
Eccentric Earl Dcclarcs He Owns

Exclusive Ferry Riglits
on Thames.

ItV l,.V MARQUISE DK FONTKNOY.
AOIOST every Llbcral nolltlclan

In hls abuse of the House of
Lords. ln connection wlth tho
general parllameiitary electlon

now in progress. has "clenouncod thc
pcera as hcrcdltary legislators and as
cntltlcd to a vote ln Parliament, not
by the auffrages of thclr fellow-
cltlzens, but tnerely by vlrtue of their
ancestry. Thls ls not the case. lt ls
true that a man may bo born a pecr.
But hc ls not a Lord of Parliament hy
vlrtue of hls blrth. That dlgnlty la
conferred upon hlm by the soverelgn
issulng a wrlt summonlng hlm to take
part in the counclls of the natlon, and
no matter what the honors which ho
has inherlted, hc cannot take hls seul
ln tho House of Lords or vote In Par¬
liament untll lie has obtalned the writ
of summons from the Klng. Now. it ls
<iuite wlthln the power of lhe monarch
lo withhold thls wrlt of suminons. cs-
peclally If ln actlng thus he follows
the advlce of hls mlnlsters for tho
tlnio belng. Nor Is there any court
tnrough whlch a peer from whom thn
royal v.-rlt of summons has been witti-
held ean rnforce hla claim for ad-
misalon to the House of Lords. Thla
opinlon is held by all thc leadlng r.on-
stltutloual Jurlsts; nnd ln 1S50 Lord
Cranworth as Lord High Chancellor.
that is to Fay. the hlghest judlclal au-
thority of tho realm. lald it down as
law that the issulng of a wrlt of
summons Is neither a right nor a priv-
llege that can bo extructcd by a peer.
but a power vcstecl In the crown.
which tho latter may e.xerciae or not
at Its pleasuro. Thls vlew is coni'irmed
by thc very phraneology of the wrlt
of summons-, ¦whlch is the same to-day
as hundreds of years ago.
Thero have been cases, thotlgh not

witliln tli>» last 100 ycars. of tho sov¬
erelgn wlthholdtng the wrlt of sum¬
mons. The most notablo Instancc that
I can recall at the present moment ls
that of the Enrl of Bristol, whom
Charles I. refused to summon to Par¬
liament in 1625. Ulttmately Lord Bris¬
tol Inducod hls fellow-peers to "huni-
b!y beacoeh" Hls Majesty to send hint
a wrlt of summons, and as by thut
tlmo Charles was lu dlfTlcultlcs wlth
thc IIousc of Commons and wlshed
to propitlate the Lords. he gavc way.
nnd summonod Lord Bristol. but on the
thorough understanding that lt was
an act of grace.

No Qnnkrupt Slta.
There Is only one statuto which can

be in any way regarded as reatrlctlng
the authorlty of tho soverelgn In tlio
matter, namely, the law which pre-
vents the Klng from issulns a wrlt
of summons to a peer who ls bank¬
rupt, and which llkewise deprlves the
latter of hls seat nnd of his vote untll
he has securod hls dlscharge ftom
the Court of Bankruptey.
On the other hand, a peer may be

gullty of the grossest misconduct, and
even of folony. or may develon Insan-
lty. without forfeiting hls seat and
vote in the House of Lords. as long as
he has the sovcreign's wrlt of sum¬
mons. Hia fellow-Lords of Parliament
havc no poHver to e.xpel him from their
nildst. dlffo.ring In this respeet from
the members of the Houso of Com¬
mons, who have ln each century hadoccasion to solernnlv expcl fellow-
leglslators from tholr chamber pn the
score of crlme. »

Of cotirse it. is the custom of thesoverelgn to issue wrlts of summons
to peers, and usago ls about the solc
plea that could bc Invokcd by a peerwho had failed to receive his wrlt,though. as I havo polnted out above'thero is no court. competent to dcaiwlth tho mattor, not even the Houseof Lords Itself. which is the hlghesttrlbunal in the land.
Aecordlng to Freeman and other hts-torlans. in the orlgin. the soverelgnonly summoned to Parliament th'osi>nobles whose advlce he fconsiderodworth havlng nt that purlicular tlme,and it dld not follow that the crown

was bound to summon each of thesenobles thereaftcr to every other Par¬liament. still loss to summon his sonand grandson after hlm. But wlththo hereditury tendency of the age ltgradually become tho cuslom that Ifthc Klng once summoned a man toParliament, ho and hls successors not
only summoned >the man hlmself, biit
his son and hls direct heirs. Thls
usago ls thc real foundatiou of tho
horedltnry peoragc. But It is not
statutory, and the wlthholdlng of a
wrlt of summons would break no law,
It lyould be merely inconslstent wth
usago.

Ferrj- Mouttlioly.
Lord Dysart has chosen a slngulurly

unfortunate moment for attomptlng to
prevent tho publlc from being forrlcd
across thn Thames between Twlolteu-
harn and Petorshani, on tho ground
that his ancestor, the flrst E.arl of Dy-
sart, received from Charles I. exclu¬
sive rlghts for hlmself and hls »uu-
r.essors ln tho oarldom, of ferrylng
between Twlckenham and Ilam. There
ls no cloubt that the flrst earl dld
rocelvo a concesslon of thls klnd from
(Jharles I. ln 1C48, But just nt presem,
when popular senthnent; ls %o stronglx
aroused In'England against horeditary
rlghts, ln.'connectlon with the general
oleotton. lt ls very Impolitlo to at¬
tempt to enTorce such a monopoly: all
tho iporo aB Lord Dysart la onormously
rlch. and tlie use of hls anclent ferry.
ontalla a great dotour to those who
wish to got ovor to Peterham from
Twlckenham.
Tho flrst Lord Dysart was Will Mur¬

ray. "Who held tho post of whlpplns
boy to Klng Charles I., an ofllce whlch
oondemned hlm to undergo all tho cor-
poral punlBhmerit whlch hls royal com-
panlon deserved. Charles, on bocom-
Ing Klng, created hs whlpplug boy
Baron of Huntlngtowor and Earl of
pyaarl. His daughtor and helross
rnavried Slr Lionol Tollonmclio. and tho
Ioarldom haa Siuue boca. yoatod iu tha

Daily Queries and Answers
Addreaa all c*nmmnnlf.a<1nna for tala eoltinns io Qnery Kdlfor, Tlmes-

ntapatch. No mnthi*matlnnl problema vrlll be aotred, as eolna or alaraps
vnlued aid .*> dralrra' ftainaa wlll 1,« arlven.

Arllflrlnl Mmbs.
In thero a. flrm ln Rlohmonrt that

sellH artlflclal lltnbs? lf so plennr. send
uddrcss. 8UP.HCRIH131..
Send us a self-nddrcsned stumped

cnvelopo nnd wo wlll glatlly furnlnli
you thc numcs of such flrins.

Iiflrgcat Miiilriuid Mllengp.
Whlch rallroad system ln tho Unlted

Statos contnlns most iiilleagc, und In
wlmt order does tho C. & O. Rallroad
come ln tho IIhIV J. K. S.
The Pcnnsylvanla Hystem, wlth 11,-

080 "tnllos. Thc Chesapeakn nn<l Ohio
has 1,8-14 miles and ranks about twen-
tieth ln the Unlted StatoH.

Thc I'oiniliitloii of Itli-limoiid, Etc.
1. What Ih the exnet popuiiitlon of

Rlchmond at the present time?
2. Whero may I obtaln a machlne to

tnkc movlng plcturoH, nnd would there
be any license on thom? Wliat would
be tho cost ot such a machlne?

KNOCKBR
1. Rlchmond'H populatlon at present

ls estlmatcd at about 111.000. No cxact
llgures can bo procured until autumn.

2. Thero are some half-dozen manu¬
facturers of movlng plcttlre rnnchluca.
We cannot glve you their names lu
thls column nor state the cost of the
niachlnes.' Thcre Is no license for tak-
ing movlng plctures ln thls Statc. Your
thlrd quory has no proper place ln thls
column!

Saimirl C. C'Icmens, Ellc.
1. Where was (Mark Twaln) Saniucl

C. Clcmens born?
2. What wns thn orlgln ef the horsc-

shoe hung abovo the door bringlng
good luck to th-3 occupant ot the
house?

3. Whnl was thc orlgln of Thanks-
glvlng Day as celebrated on tho last
Thursday of Noveniber throughout thc
Unlted States?

CONSTANT RBADBR.
1. Samuel L. CIctnciiB was born at

Tollemacho family. whlch enjoys a

well-dr.Herved reputation for ecccntrlc-
Ity. The present carl succcodcd hls
graiidfather. who was a most ecccntrlc
mlser, and who for many years before
hla death llved In sordld lodgings In
a grlmy street off the'Strand, qttlto
aloue, scelng' no one but hls luwyor
and hls doctor. never stlrring outsldc.
und entertalnlng such a horror of be¬
lng seen by any except the two In
questlon thnt hls meals. brought to
hlm from a nelghbortng restaurant.
wero pushed through a hole cut In
his door. without the walter brlmtlng
them over catchlng a gllmpse of thc
pLer for whom thev were destlncj.

.111 iid and Eye*. \ti-nk.
ln hls youth the present earl was so

weak-mlndcd «nd weak-cyed that fears
were entertalned both for his reason
and for hls slght. Ho has. however,
outgrown the mental trouble of hls
youth to such an extent that he mere¬
ly remalns ecccntrlc. Kor Instance.
he some tltno bko offered to make
a large donatlon to tho Hlchmond Hos¬
pltal, ncar London. on condition that
thc authorltles introdticed haincopathlc
treatment: and has distrlbutod thou-
tands of copies of works auch as
"Heforms Needed In thc Pulptf and
"Cure for Anarchy." among thc free
llbrarles throughout the Unlted KIiik-
dom. He ls an enthustast on thc sub¬
ject of Wagner'3 muslc. a declared foe
of vacclnation. and has Inaugurated
a movement agalnst the wearlng of
evenlng dress. But he undorstands all
about electrlelty. ls an amateur rhem-
Ist of much sklll. and haa deslgned a
modcl laundry on his Ham House es¬
tate on the Thames, whlch is run en¬
tirely by electrlcfty.
The Drincipal gatr-s of Ham House.

hls favorlte home. have nevor been
opcned slnce they 'were fclosed by
Charles I. himself, near 300 years ago.
Thc old Kllzabothan manslon ls full of
rellcs of Klng Charles. Including a
prayer-book bearing an autosrraph ln-
tltnatlon by Charles that lt was a
token of his affectlon and regard for
tho flrst I.ord Dysart.

Tlio present carl is not unknown
in this country. Hc visited It some
years ago, when he attracted eonsld-
erable astonlshmeiit by his intlmation
to newspaper Intervlewers that he "did
not carc tuppence for the House of
Lords." that "Home Rule should be
granted to Ireland," and that he volc-
cd "the'rsentiments of many peers when
I say we don't care tupnence whether
Canada goes to the Unlted States or
vcmalns to Great Brltain." He ls mar¬
rled to a daughter of thc late George
O. Newton, but has no chlldren, and
is scparated from hls wlfe, who Is. I
believe, thc only feminlne churehward-
en of the United Kinftdom. holdin-r
that office ln tho par'lsh of Croxton.
in Cambridgeshire.
The helr to the earldom ls Lord

Dysart's slstcr, Lady Agnes Scott. mar¬
rled to Charles Lindsay Scbtt, of Bos-
worth Park. Lelcestershire. while on
her death the earldom wlll sro to her
daughter. MIes Wlnlfryd Scott. The
Tollemacho baronotcy, however. goes
on thc deatli of the present earl to
hls second cousin, Arthur Frederick
Toilemache.
(Copyrlght, 3030. by thc Brcn.tyood

' Comuany.)
.

Voice of the People
Iu Defense of thc Hutcl Blll.

Editor of The Times-Dlspatch:
Slr,.There have appeared In Issues

of your paper, Dccomber 31, January 1
and 2, comments upon tho proposed
hotel blll, as orlglnated. drawn and
Indorsed by thc Virginia Travelers1 As¬
soclatlon, an assoclatlon composed en¬
tirely and solely of traveling men.
The men who eomposo thls associa¬
tion are business mon of very experi-
enced attalnntents, that ropresent the
varlous enterprises of the Stato. They
uphold the material and linanclal wel¬
fare of the State. Their tralnlng as
buslness men and buslness ludgment
and personal deslres will not permit
thom to indorse or advocato a meas¬
ure that ls drastle or rulnons to uny
good business enterprise. Thc mem¬
bcrship of this assoclatlon is com¬
posed of members of tho various na¬
tlonal assooiations, namoly, the Unlted
Commcrcial Travelers of Amerlca,
tlie Travelers" Protccllvo Assoclatlon
and thn Illlnols Commorclal Assocla-,
tion. Those of us who stand to the
front in this matter recognize- that
a national association nelther hns the
influence nor power- nor tho right to
ask ot our lawmakers protection or
make the laws that aro necessary to
control our local or Stato tiffalrs.
Therefore, the abovo assoclatlon was
formed.

Tho flrst meaauS'e that attracted
our attention was the tnsutflclent hotol
regulation. and that subject that has
seemed to attract your attentlon. the
nlne-foot sheet, seems to us to bo
more for humanlty ln general than auy
other sectlon of tho blll. This sheet
problern we offer for the proventlon of
the spread of tuberculosis. not -for
our personal b-yiejlt, but for the bone-
ilt of humanlty in generul, Suppose I-
was suffering from tuberculosis and
occupled a bed ln a hotel. and would
pull- the cover up around my thrpat

Ckildren Ory
FOR FLETCHER'S ,

CASTORIA
PA.TII.On OAR SWATS TO IYBW YOHK,

Parlnr oar soats on Ponnsylvanln
Hallroad express traln to Now York,
loavlng Washlngton, at 3 P. M. daily,
can now ha obtalned ln Rlchmond nt,
the clty ticket oflloe of tlio R,, l<\ aud
p. R. R- Connectlng traln leavos
Rlchmond at 12:01 P. M. ..

Florlda, Mo. on November 30, 1835.
2. Tho orlgln of thla oymbol la not

known.'
.1. Thls happoned to ho tho day for

whlch th'o flrst thonksglvlng under
tho Constitutlon wau ordalned, Ciiotoiu
has followed.

Tlie TrrnilnnlM nf tbc N. * \V.
I'lensn tell me what are tho tennl-

nalH of tho Norfolk and Wostern ltu.il-
road and how mHtiy mlles It Includcs.

TU5ADBK.
Norfolk, Vn., and Colurnbus, O., aro

tho tcrmlnnln. The total inlleuge ln
1,881.
Tlie Next PronlileiiUnl Electlon.

Pleiiso glvo me tlio dnto of tho ni-ict
presldcntlnl olcctlon. Who Is con¬
sldered tho most promlnent Uomocratlc
condldate? .SUESCP.IBER.
November fi, 1012. Willlam .1. Bryan

etlll has hls enthuslastlc lulvocatos.
Judaon A. Harmon, of Ohlo, Is re-
garded by many aa tho inoat.pronils-
vig candldatc. , ,

Totiiiiiiio of the Merchnnt Mnrlne.
Ploaso tell me tho total tonunge of

the rrierchant navy of tho Unlteci
States. How does it coinpnre wlth that
of CIrent Britain? X. Y. '/£
At laat reports our tonnagc was 6.-

P38.7!H, whlle that ot Grcat Britain
was 18,320,628.

Anilinanndor lo Euglnnri.
When was Mr. Whitelaw Reld sent

to England as ambassadot- for thla
country? Whom dld he succeed?

rtEADEH.
Mr. Iteld succeeded Joseph A. Choale

In 1D05.

Prealdcnl From Iliinipilrii-Shluo.
Pleaso tM| me whether a student ol

Hampdcn-Sidney Collego haa ever been
Presldent of thc United States.

STUDENT.
Willlam Henry llarrison was a stu¬

dent <at thu college.

and. obeylng the demand that thls
disease lmposes upon mo. would cousch
throughout the nlght. deposltlng on
the cover untold numbers of gerrns.
and that you \vouId occupy the samn
bed the ncxt nlght and pull thls samo
cover up around yourthrontandmouth.
I need not ask you thc results endan-
gered on your part. With the ntne-
foot sheet we proposo to have lt turn¬
ed hack In such a inanner that it wlll
protcct thls covor from the condltlons
hs descrlbed ahove. Wlth tho Inw de-
mandlng the removal of thls sheet. we
belleve that w» not only offor to nui-
selvea, but the publlc In general. a
nccossary prccautlon to meet wjth
your support and approval.
Wo know well that your paper has

the Interests of the State too well
at heart not to approvo of our actlon.
With thls statement of facts, 1 sln-
cerely trust that wo wIIK.it least be
glven a falr trial In your coluroiis.

. I. W. ILANOOCK.
Blchmopd, January ."i.

"TOO COMI'I.EX" TOR POETS.

.Metropnlltnn llrlicr. Drrlnrrd Mnip
i niiinii Tread Modrrn Stwtnl >1azci».
Thero is a new magaalne in Eng¬

land called tho Thrush. whlch cher-
lahes the mlnor poet, and Sldney Low.
writlng of Its flrst number in the Lon¬
don Standard, tries to explaln why
we have no major poets. Hls reason-
Ing ls of a famlllar but not altogethcr
convlnclng sort. The agc is too "com-
piex." But for many of ua lt ls slm-
ple nnough.not everybody Hves .n
London or has a telephone. Tlie tlmo
ia too .'erammed full of knowledgc."
But thero are plenty of very mlnor
poets who have loss knowledgeln thejrheads than Mllton, Culeridg*, Tcnny-
son or Browulng. "Wo know no one
very well, but we come Into contuct
wlth an inflnltc number of people."The London llluslon again. The same
notlon ls common in New York. but
there are silll plenty of loncly ltvcs.
"We have no tlrnc to thlnk thingsout." That la sheer nonrensc. Does
tho twentieth cetitury phllologlst or
ostronomer or physlclst or bialoglslcomplalh that we cannot do good work
for laek of tlme? There ls time enoughfor writlng'an Aeneld. for a "Paradiso
Lost" nnd for all thc thtnking aml
medltatlng rociulred to make it a suc¬
cess. The real trouble Is that the
people who could do H. If there are
any, do not foel it to he worth whlle.
Incldentally It may hc remarked that
ono reason why thc »Thrush prints
mlnor poetry rnay be because it is.
called tho Thrush. Thc namo has tlie
slmpllcity and dlffidonce that charac-
terlzes the nice mlnor poot wlth more
sensltlveness than drlving power..
Sprlnftfleld Itepubllcan.

BROWN'S
BeonchiajlTroches
An tmmtdlate rctlcl Ior Heiranczx, Cougha, S^-e
Throat. BronchUl and Aithnvitlc Tnublu, An
artlcle ol auperioe m.n', abioiuieir bt* Irom Any
harmful iojfrc dicnt.
Price. 25 ccnis, SO ccnta And {1.00 ptf t»w.
Simpie mailed on requcau

10HN T. BROWN fc SON. Boiton, Mim.

EVERY
possible requirement
in the field of

Baiiking is covered

by our service.
Should the unexpected

, arise, and there
be a doubt as to

how to procced,
we will give you the
benefit of our opinion,
which will be
based on ycars of

experience in handllng
financlal matters.

MERCHANTS
NATIONAL
BANK
OF
RICHMOND,
VA.

Eleventh and Main Streets.
Safest for Savings.


